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Thoresby Street, Kingston Upon Hull, HU5 3RG

Tel: 01482 342972               Fax: 01482 492213

E-mail:       admin@thoresby.hull.sch.uk
Website:    www.thoresby.hull.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mrs M. Milner
                                                                                                  7th December 2011
Dear Parents / Carers

RE: ACADEMY CONSULTATION

As you know we held a parents’ information evening as part of our consultation process on Tuesday 6th December.

We genuinely want your views and to give you the opportunity to ask questions.  We also understand that evening sessions are difficult for some parents to attend. 

We are therefore posting the powerpoint presentation on the school website bulletin board so you can gather more information.  We also enclose a frequently asked questions list (with answers).  In addition, I will be available for an informal ‘drop in’ on Thursday 15th December from 2.15 -3.15pm where you will have the opportunity to have a chat about academy status over a cup of coffee and a biscuit.  Please fill in your parental view form and return it to the office as soon as possible so we can take your views into account when governors meet on Friday 16th December.

Many thanks
Melissa Milner

Headteacher
__________________________________________________________________________
Thoresby Primary School Academy Consultation Response Form

Name (optional )__________________________

Nature of Interest (member of staff/ parent etc)________________________________________________________________
My views / questions

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

If Thoresby became an academy…

Would the school name change?
We are extremely proud of our school name, logo, vision and mission statement.  There would be no plans to change the school name unless stakeholders (including parents and carers asked for a consultation on this).
What day to day changes might I see?
Pupils and parents would see no change to the day to day running of the school.  Our school ethos and key values are really important to us and we are fully committed to ensuring these would not change.  We have worked really hard to develop a curriculum that is interesting and relevant for our children and this is reflected in the year on year improved results.  All the unique aspects of Thoresby such as the Kaleidoscope celebration would continue.
Would  the cost of school dinners change?

The governors already set the price of school lunches and this would not change.  At present the amount is subsidised by Hull City Council which is a separate arrangement from the Local Authority funding.  This subsidy may alter whether a school becomes an academy or not.  If Thoresby formed a group with other academies we could look at sourcing meals from other providers focusing on quality and value for money.  
Would the uniform change?

We have recently consulted with parents about changes to the uniform and you overwhelmingly told us you would prefer white t-shirts to red or navy blue and red or navy shorts for PE.  Therefore we are gradually phasing out the old colours.  There are no plans to make any further changes to the uniform unless, of course, parents and stakeholders request it.

Would there be greater charges for trips?

At present Governors ask parents and carers to voluntarily contribute to cover the costs of visits and trips.  Without these contributions trips would be unable to go ahead.  Transport costs have risen considerably in the last few years, with a coach costing on average £300 - £500 per day.  If Thoresby formed a group with other academies we could look into purchasing two mini buses to transport the children.  Potentially costs of trips could therefore be reduced.
Would holidays change?

The term dates are currently set as an authority with individual discretion for schools to select dates for the 5 training days every year.  We understand parents with siblings in different schools prefer holidays to be the same and would therefore try to keep in line with neighbouring schools as much as possible.  The very close partnerships we already have with other Hull schools would not change and indeed would be enhanced.
Would the school start to ‘select’ pupils?

Thoresby would maintain the current procedures for admissions and this would continue to be a statutory duty for the local authority.  Parents and carers would apply for places at the school in the same way they do now.
Would we still have links with the Local Authority?

The Local Authority are encouraging all schools to consider their future in this difficult and changing climate. Unfortunately the capacity of the Local Authority has been massively reduced over the last six months and will continue to do so.  This is now having a direct impact on our provision.  Whatever a school’s status (academy or otherwise), the Local Authority has made it very clear that they wish to maintain the strong links we have and work together to ensure all Hull children receive the best education we can provide.  Thoresby would still be a Hull School.
Would we still have links with other schools?

We have developed some strong partnerships with schools across the city, particularly in the Wyke area.  A number of schools in the Wyke and West area are considering forming a more formal partnership together (possibly as an academy trust) which would further strengthen our partnerships.
How would the school maintain the building?

We are very proud of our old building and value the additional characteristics it brings to our school.  However, as you can imagine,  it is costly to maintain.  We are already responsible for the maintenance of the building and improvements such as the school entrance, outdoor classrooms and refurbishment of classrooms have been paid for by ourselves.  Academies can apply for central government grants for larger building projects.
Is there the expertise in the school to run the financial side of things?

We already buy in all our services from various providers, including the Local Authority.  This arrangement would continue.  We have been running our own bank account system since April as the Local Authority told us they no longer have the capacity to do this.  We are lucky to have a wealth of experience in the administration team, especially in finance.  Academies will need to seek accountancy and auditing support.  If Thoresby formed a group with other academies we could source this support together.  
Would we pay more for services?

Over the last year service providers have already entered a competitive market and are keen for school business.  This has already had a positive impact on the quality and cost of services we buy into. If Thoresby formed a group with other academies we would be able to operate ‘economies of scale’, sharing some resources and negotiating prices for the group.
What would happen if the school got into financial difficulty?

The same arrangements would apply as they do now.  Schools are not allowed to set deficit budgets and financial expenditure and planning is closely monitored through regular audit activities.
