Here is an outline of the curriculum your child will follow during the SPRING TERM 2012.

We hope this will help you to support him/her at

home, maybe through visits, books or simply talking together.

In the Foundation Stage the curriculum is divided into six main areas.  There is flexibility for children of all abilities including those with special educational needs.  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Through regular routines and thinking about the themes ‘Going for goals’ and ‘Good to be me’,  the children will continue to be interested and motivated to learn.  They will develop their levels of awareness and concentration.  We promote harmonious relationships and the understanding that people have different needs, views, cultures and beliefs, and that these need to be treated with respect. ‘Circle Times’ give the children opportunities to share through talking if they want to, and to know that their ideas are valued.

Communication, Language and Literacy

The children will enjoy using a range of resources for role-play. They will continue to develop their early reading and writing skills, applying their phonic knowledge to both reading and writing.  Please support your child’s learning in this area by using all the materials that are sent home each week in the reading packets.  An alphabet/letter formation sheet will also be sent home soon to encourage interest in writing at home.

Mathematical Development                                                                                                                               

With an emphasis on ‘Finding Maths in Everything’ the children will improve their counting skills, number and shape recognition and develop their concepts of measures, position and pattern.  They will expand their understanding of addition and learn some basic addition facts, also beginning to understand the language and ideas involved in subtracting.  Bearing all this in mind, please look for opportunities to talk about maths at home.

Knowledge and Understanding of the World  

During the term we shall cover the topics of ‘Toys’, ‘Travelling and Transport’ and ‘Growth’. We shall be developing the children’s concepts of time and sequencing, and encouraging them to take an interest in their environment.  The children will use simple programs on the computers to develop mouse control and basic familiarity with the keyboard, and to have fun!

Creative Development 

The children will have opportunities to use creative materials every week.  In particular they will focus on drawing and junk modelling.  Collage materials, paint and playdough will also be regularly available.

In music the children will enjoy learning songs associated with our main topics.  We are planning to entertain grandparents soon and also hope to hold our annual ‘Mothers’ Day’ concert later in the term.  

Physical Development   

In P.E. lessons the children will concentrate on each of these three areas at different times during the term: Play and games, Dance, Gym and play.  Getting changed for P.E. and dressed again will develop self-help skills.  The children will have access to the outdoor area two or three times a day. Some outdoor activities will be structured and adult-led, whilst others will encourage the children to make their own choices and use their own imaginations.

At Thoresby we are keen for families and school staff to work together to give our children the very best start to their education.  We appreciate your attendance at events such as ‘Stay and Play’ sessions or concerts. Thank you for evidence of your child’s learning journey which you often provide by making comments on the reading card or filling in ‘WOW!’ cards. If you have any questions or suggestions, please talk to any of the Foundation Stage staff.  

