Thoresby Primary School                                        [image: image1.png]



Thoresby Street, Kingston Upon Hull, HU5 3RG

Tel: 01482 342972               Fax: 01482 492213

E-mail:       admin@thoresby.hull.sch.uk
Website:    www.thoresby.hull.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mrs M. Milner
                                                                                         23rd November 2011

Dear Parents and Carers
Should Thoresby Primary School convert to an academy?                                                               There have been some significant changes in the English education system over the last year.  One of these is the opportunity for schools which have been graded as ‘good’ or better by Ofsted, to convert to an academy.  The Governing Body and I are committed to maintaining and improving the quality of educational provision at Thoresby Primary School.  We are looking in detail at the implications of converting to academy status. Following our latest governing body meeting, we are seeking to gather the views of parents, staff and other stakeholders so that we might make the best decision for our school.
The conversion to an academy with the ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’ Ofsted judgment should not be confused with the sponsored academies that are being created nationally for schools in serious difficulty.  This is an entirely different process.
What is an academy?

For successful schools, academy status provides independence from the local authority.  The school is funded directly from central government and makes all decisions about the allocation of resources and will be able to choose from whom services can be bought.  Should Thoresby become an academy, the strong ethos, principles and practice would remain the same.  Schools have the opportunity to form an academy trust and to work in partnership with other schools.
Will academy status have an impact on my child?

The models that the governing body is considering will enable the governing body to retain its powers and makes decisions about all aspects of school life.  Should Thoresby become an academy, the general day to day activities of the school would not change.  
However there are some significant changes that would impact on every child.  These include:

· Bypassing the local authority the school would receive additional funding which would go some way to offset the cuts we are expecting

· There would be opportunities to work in closer partnership with other schools e.g. sharing training events, staff expertise and resources

· The school would control key services and thereby ensure their availability. 

Why are we consulting now?

In recent months we have undertaken a great deal of research about academy status and feel we now have a very good understanding of the matter.

Our school is judged to be successful and we have worked hard to improve pupils’ achievements.  Pupils now exceed national expectations when they leave us.  This status allows us more opportunities than many other schools.  Unlike less successful schools, if we decide academy status is the way forward, we would have all academy options open to us and would not necessarily have to join a chain of schools or an organisation. 

Most importantly we have seen a huge reduction in the local authority’s capacity to support schools since April 2011.  Many advisory posts have ceased with a further significant number disappearing at the end of this financial year.  The local authority has advised us that this situation will not improve.  This is impacting on the services that we access and ultimately those that we can deliver.
The national and local picture is also changing.  Many schools across the country have already converted or are in the process of converting to academy status.  In Hull there are already a number of schools that have successfully converted and clusters of schools that, like us, are exploring further. 

How can I find out more about academies?

We will be holding an information evening for parents and carers on Tuesday 6th December at 6pm when you will be offered the opportunity to find out more about academies.  If you have questions or issues you would like addressing on the evening please send them to the school office by Monday 5th December.   I would also like to direct you to our school website at www.thoresby.hull.sch.uk  .The website has a basic facts page about academies and offer an opportunity to respond electronically.  More information can also be found at the Department for Education at http://www.education.gov.uk/academies 

How are we consulting?

We strongly believe this should be an open and transparent process with the children’s best interests at heart.  The invitation to respond can be found at the bottom of this letter.  The Governors will meet again before the Christmas holidays to discuss initial responses and decide whether to proceed with an application. Regardless of that decision, the consultation process will continue through to January 2012. 
We very much welcome your views as this is an important decision for our school and one we wish to make together.  Our school has always been, and will continue to be, about the children. We are committed to ensuring they receive the highest quality education enabling them to leave our school with the skills they require for the future.
Yours sincerely
Melissa Milner                                                         Kris Dawson

Headteacher                                                           Chair of Governors

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thoresby Primary School Academy Consultation Response Form

Name (optional) _______________________________________

My views / questions
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  

  

  

